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Hoylandswaine  Urban  District  Council. 


ARHUALi  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1904. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  you  with  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  just  ended. 

The  Report  comprises  : Part  I.— The  statistics  of  Births  and  Deaths 
with  an  account  of  Infectious  Diseases  that  occurred  in  Hoylandswaine 
District. 

Part  II. — An  account  of  the  work  done  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  myself  from  September  29th,  1904  (the  date  of  my  appointment  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Hoylandswaine),  up  till  the  end  of  the  year 
1904,  also  some  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  the  Sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  District. 

Part  III. — Four  sets  of  Tables  containing  statistics  on  the  following 
matters  : — 

Table  I. — Comparison  of  the  vital  statistics  with  the  ten  previous 
years. 


Table  II. — Gives  the  Births  and  Deaths  at  all  ages,  and  deaths  under 
one  year,  with  the  population  of  the  District  at  the  last  Census. 

Table  III. — Classification  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 
1904. 

Table  IV. — Classification  of  the  causes  of  death  at  all  ages,  and 
also  those  under  one  year. 

Part  IV. — A summary  of  the  Sanitary  conditions  of  Hoylandswaine, 
and  is  headed  Table  C. 


PART  I. 

The  Census  of  1901  gives  a population  of  594.  I estimate  the 
present  population  at  614. 

The  number  of  Births  for  1904  is  13,  comprising  7 males,  and  6, 
females,  and  giving  a birth  rate  21 T per  thousand,  which  is  slightly 
below  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years. 

The  number  of  Deaths  for  1904  is  5,  giving  a death  rate  of  8T  per 
thousand,  which  is  much  below  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years. 


Table  of  Deaths,  with  date,  sex,  age  and  cause — 


1 — Jan.  2nd 

Male 

3 seconds 

Premature  Birth. 

2— Mar.  28th 

Male 

75  years 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

3 — Sept.  28th  ... 

Female... 

54  years 

Heart  Disease. 

4 — Dec.  5th 

Male 

4 months 

Convulsions. 

5 — -Dec.  12th 

Male 

8^  hours 

Premature  Birth. 

There  have  been  no  deaths  from  any  Infections  Disease  during  1904. 
The  fourth  death  was  certified  as  “ Convulsions,  due  to  Malnutrition.” 

There  were  19  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified,  comprising  1 of 
Erysipelas,  2 of  Enteric  Fever,  and  16  of  Scarlet  Fever. 


The  2 cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  one  house,  and  were 
traced  as  being  caused  by  drinking  water  contaminated  by  sewage.  The 
water  was  condemned  as  unsuitable  for  drinking  purposes,  and  prompt 
steps  taken  to  stop  the  sewage  leaking  into  the  well  from  which  the 
water  was  taken. 

The  16  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  comprised  1 in  February — an  isolated 
case,  occurring  at  Hill  Top,  and  15  others  occurring  at  the  end  of 
October  and  the  beginning  of  November.  The  primary  case  occurred 
at  the  same  house  as  the  two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  and  at  a time  when 
the  school  children  belonging  to  that  house  were  not  attending  school  on 
account  of  the  infectious  disease  already  there,  so  that  the  epidemic  was 
conveyed  by  contact  apart  from  the  meeting  at  school,  and  this  is  proved 
also  by  the  number  of  persons  attacked  who  were  not  of  a school  age,  or 
not  attending  school,  namely  eleven  out  of  a total  number  of  fifteen,  so 
that  after  very  careful  consideration  I came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
closing  of  the  Church  School  was  not  imperative,  however,  I inspected 
the  school  premises,  and  also  the  scholars  in  order,  that  if  possible  I 
might  detect  any  slight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  that  had  escaped  detection, 
but  found  none.  I also  have  reason  to  suspect  that  a few  cases  reported 
during  this  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  did  not  run  the  true  course  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  although  at  the  commencement  of  the  illness,  they  very 
much  resembled  that  disease. 


PART  II. — THE  SANITARY  STATE  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


The  nuisance  at  Greenside  Farm,  in  respect  to  the  cesspool  just  in 
front  of  the  house,  is  still  unabated.  This  was  reported  to  you  in  1908 
by  Dr.  Swallow.  There  is  also  deficient  closet  accommodation  at 
Greenside,  the  four  cottages  there  having  only  one  closet  between  them. 
One  nuisance  that  occurred  at  Chapel  House  has  been  efficiently  dealt 
with,  the  house  slop  waters  being  conveyed  away  from  the  dip  well  that 
they  were  contaminating. 


It  is  a significant  fact  that  there  have  been  no  deaths  from 
Diarrhcea  in  spite  of  the  fact  tfiat  during  the  autumn  there  was  a pro- 


longed  drought.  I attribute  this  to  persons  having  to  get  water  from 
the  stand-pipes.  The  dip  wells  and  three  pumps  are  inspected  several 
times  a year  by  your  Surveyor,  and  kept  as  free  from  pollution  as 
possible,  although  one  dip  well  is  so  near  the  road  that  dust  is  easily 
blown  into  it,  and  it  is  in  an  eminently  suitable  place  for  little  dogs  to 
cock  their  legs  up  against. 

The  scavenging  for  the  district  is  satisfactory. 

Believe  me,  gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 


FREDK.  A.  BEATTIE. 


TABLE  a 1904. 


Hoylandswaine  Urban  Sanitary  District. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— F.  A.  Beattie. 

Salary— £8  8s. 

Sanitary  Inspector— M.  Thickett. 

Salary— £4. 

What  other  positions  does  the  Sanitary  Inspector  fill  ? — Collector. 
Water  Supply— 

Quality — Good.  Action  on  Lead— None. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  1904  ?— No. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ? — Hall  Lane.  Mustard  Hill,  and  Hill 
Top  were  short  of  Water  in  the  summer,  owing  to  diminished 
rainfall,  these  places  only  having  shallow  wells. 


Sewerage— 

Is  the  district  systematically  sewered? — No. 

Is  rainfall  excluded  ? — No. 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1904 — 

Any  inadequacy,  and  where  ? — Rubble  Drains  still  in  use. 

Sewage  Disposal— 

System  adopted— Irrigation  on  Land. 

Any  extensions  in  1904  ? — No. 

Scavenging— 

Are  the  privy-middens,  ash-places,  etc.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary  staff, 
by  Contractors,  or  by  Owners  and  Tenants  ?— Emptied  by 
Contractors  four  times  per  year. 

Adoptive  Acts— 

Acts  adopted  during  1904  (or  parts)— None, 

Any  diseases  added  to  Notification  schedule,  e.y.,  Measles,  Chicken- 
pox,  &c. — None. 

Any  system  of  voluntary  notification  of  Phthisis  ? — None. 
Bye-Laws— 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1904  ?— 

(a)  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875 — None. 

( b ) Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890— None. 


Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c.— 

Common  Lodging  Houses — None  in  the  District.  Canal  Boats — 
None  in  the  District.  Slaughter  Houses — None  in  the  District. 
Cowsheds — 2 ; Inspected,  2 ; General  Condition,  satisfactory. 
Offensive  Trades— Nil. 

Cowsheds— 

Any  special  inspection  made  during  1904 — None. 

Any  action  taken  by  outside  Authorities,  e.g.,  ‘Milk  Clauses’  con- 
cerning milk  supplied  from  this  district? — None. 

Infectious  Disease— 

What  disinfecting  apparatus  is  available? — None. 

How  are  dwellings  disinfected  ?— By  sulphur  dioxide,  and  washing 
with  disinfectant  fluid. 

Any  placards  or  handbills  issued  during  1904?— Nil. 

Schools — 

No.  closed  during  1904  on  account  of  sickness— None.  Total 

duration  of  such  closure — 

Any  ailment  or  contagious  disease  associated  particularly  with 
school  life  during  1904  ? — A few  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act- 

No.  of  Workshops  in  the  district — None. 

No.  of  inspections  made  during  1904  - Legal  proceedings— 
No.  of  Bakehouses  included  in  above—  No.  of  Underground 
Bakehouses  in  District— 

No.  of  Domestic  Workshops  included  in  above — No.  of  Domestic 
Factories  in  the  district — 

No.  of  Lists  of  Outworkers  received— 

Any  action  as  to  unwholesome  or  infected  outworkers’  premises  ? — 


Dwellings— 

Number  of  houses  built  during  1904—9.  General  character— 1 
farmhouse,  8 workmen’s  dwellings. 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ?— No. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses?— No. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts — 
Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made  ? — Yes. 

Are  records  kept  ? — No. 


Nuisances— 


Total  number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1903 — 1.  At  close  of 
1904 — 1.  Reported  during  1904 — 1.  Abated  during  1904 — 1. 

Total  No.  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  A batement  of  Nuisances  during 
1904 — None. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings— None. 

Number  of  Sink  Wastes  Disconnected  during  1904 — 1 

Number  of  Sink  Wastes  Trapped  during  1904 — 1 

Number  of  Closets  newly  Constructed  during  1904 — 7.  Kinds — 

Covered  privy-middens. 

Number  of  Closets  Reconstructed  during  1904 — 2.  Kinds— Covered 
privy-middens. 

Meteorology— 

Mean  Temperature  for  year  1904 — Rainfall — 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters 

Seizure  of  Unsound  Food — None.  Prosecutions — None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts— None.  Prosecutions — 
None. 

Has  there  been  any  poisoning  during  1904  attributable  to  arsenical 
beer? — No.  Ptomaines? — None.  Lead-contaminated  water  ? — 
None. 

River  Pollution — None. 

Smoke  observations  taken — Legal  Notices—  Summonses — 

Burial  Grounds — No.  in  District,  1 ; Any  need  for  extension  ? — No. 

Mortuaries — No.  in  District  (a)  for  accidents — {b)  other 

Births  during  1904 — Males,  7 ; Females,  6 ; Total,  13. 

Number  illegitimate  included  in  the  above— 

Number  of  Still  Births  (not  included) — 

Deaths  during  1904 — (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered  in 
the  district,  without  any  correction — 5. 

(2)  Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated  — Males  4, 
Females  1 ; Total,  5. 

Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above — 

Sanitary  Requirements  of  District,  and  Suggestions  of  Medical 

Officer  of  Health — 

Sanitary  piping  should  be  laid  down  in  place  of  rubble  drains,  where 
such  exist, 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  2024. 

Total  Population  at  all  ages  594  i 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  142  > At  Census  of  1901. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4'3  ) 

2 —  Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons 

from  within  the  District — Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

3 —  Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  distributed  among 

the  several  localities  in  the  District — General  Infirmary,  Leeds  ; 
West  Riding  Lunatic  Asylum,  Wadsley. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ? No. 
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Names  of  Localities. 
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TABLE  III. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 


No  Isolation  Hospital. 

TULJSI^IEJ  II T. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1904. 
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